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C H A I R ' S  M E S S A G E
Rachel E. Barnes

Greetings NBLSA Family, 
 
 
By way of introduction, my name is Rachel Barnes. Originally from Atlanta, Georgia, I am a
third year, J.D./MBA student at the University of Virginia School of Law,. I have been involved
with NBLSA since my first year of law school, and as such, am truly honored and humbled to
serve as your 51st NBLSA National Chair. 
 
Since joining NBLSA, I have served as 1L Representative and later President of my local BLSA
chapter, MABLSA Mock Trial Director, as well as National Vice Chair. I am truly passionate
about the mission of NBLSA, and am excited to move forward through our 52nd year as an
organization. 
 
This year’s theme is "Making Good on Our Promise," and we plan to do just that. NBLSA has a
rich history of positively impacting our community and this year we seek to continue not only
upholding our commitment to social action and advocacy, but also supporting and encouraging
the promise within each of our NBLSA members. 
 
NBLSA recognizes the importance of preparing the future lawyers at all stages of their
careers. As such, we are strengthening our pipeline initiatives by increasing representation in
our Pre-Law Division, strengthening ties with our alumni network, and establishing
connections with new partners committed to investing in our community. Lastly, we are
building on our partnership with the National Bar Association to provide mentorship and
guidance for our members as they transition from legal education to law practice. 
 
On behalf of the National Board of Directors and Executives, I thank you for your support of
NBLSA. With the support and involvement of our members and partners, NBLSA will continue
to thrive. 
 
In NBLSA Service,    
 
 
Rachel E. Barnes
51st National Chair
J.D./MBA Candidate, 2021
University of Virginia School of Law 
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N B L S A  A T  A  G L A N C E

H I S T O R Y
I n  1 9 6 8 ,  a  g r o u p  o f  l a w  s t u d e n t s  l e d  b y  A l g e r n o n  J o h n s o n  ( “ A . J . ” )  C o o p e r

f o u n d e d  t h e  B l a c k  A m e r i c a n  L a w  S t u d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o n  t h e  c a m p u s  o f

N e w  Y o r k  U n i v e r s i t y  L a w  S c h o o l  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  B l a c k

a n d  m i n o r i t y  l a w  s t u d e n t s  e n t e r i n g  t h e  l e g a l  p r o f e s s i o n .  T h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,

r e n a m e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B l a c k  L a w  S t u d e n t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( “ N B L S A ” ) ,  w a s

e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  n o t - f o r - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 6 9 .  T o d a y

N B L S A  i s  a  n a t i o n a l l y - r e c o g n i z e d  5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 )  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  l a r g e s t

s t u d e n t - r u n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  2 1 0  l o c a l  c h a p t e r s  i n  s i x

r e g i o n s ,  a n d  a  r e a c h  o f  o v e r  1 5 , 0 0 0  l a w  s t u d e n t  m e m b e r s  a n d  a l u m n i .

M I S S I O N
The miss ion of NBLSA is  to increase the number of cultural ly  responsible Black and
minor i ty  attorneys who excel  academical ly ,  succeed profess ional ly ,  and posit ively
impact the community .  The 6 Regions of NBLSA work to advance this  miss ion
throughout the United States and Canada by advocat ing for  divers i ty  in  legal
education and in the legal  profess ion.

6 2 1 0 6000+
REGIONS CHAPTERS MEMBERS
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NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS & EXECUTIVES

National Chair
Rachel Barnes

 
National Treasurer

Meagan Allen
 

National Attorney General
Crispus S. Gordon, III

 
National Secretary

Denaya Holland
 

Northeast Regional Chair
Natalia Marte

 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Chair

Stacey Anderson
 

Southern Regional Chair
Maya Brown

 
Mid-West Regional Chair

Breeana Minton
 

Southwest Regional Chair
Arielle Comer

 
Western Regional Chair

Corina Johnson
 

Member-at-Large 1
Marquisa Wince

 
Member-at-Large 2
DeVaughn Swanson 

 
Member-at-Large 3

Amber Bynum 
 

Member-at-Large 4
Bola Adeniran

National Pre-Law Director
Andrea Rivers

 
National Director of Alumni Affairs

Dominique Brown
 

National Director of Communications
Tamarrin Johnson

 
National Financial Secretary

Ayanna Murphy 
 

National Director of Membership
Kekelly Ketempi

 
National Director of the Nelson Mandela
International Negotiations Competition

Celeste A. Russell 
 

National Director of the Constance Baker
Motley Mock Trial Competition

Morgan Henson
 

National Director of Community Outreach
Leia Scott

 
National Parliamentarian

Anyssa Williams
 

National Director of Social Action
Conisha Hackett
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Fun Facts
CINCY EDITION

BLACK HISTORY FACTS

(1826-1906)
SARAH MAYRANT FOSSETT 

MANY FAMOUS CINCY NATIVES

After being refused the right to ride the Cincinnati Street
Car, Sarah sued the streetcar company and won. This
made it possible for future black women to ride the
street car. 

Regina King       Bootsy Collins.     Charles Gordone
Katt Williams     Tiffany Hines         Isley Brothers
Mammie Smith

FUN SITES

3489 Observatory Pl, Cincinnati, OH 45208
~14min drive

1501 Eden Park Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45202 
~7min drive

OBSERVATORY

KROHN CONSERVATORY

Widely regarded as the “Birthplace of American
Astronomy,” the Cincinnati Observatory is located at the
top of Mt. Lookout and is the oldest professional
observatory in the U.S.

Built in 1933 at the height of the Art Deco era, Krohn
Conservatory showcases more than 3500 plant species
from around the world.

FOR THE FOOD LOVERS

975 E McMillan St, Cincinnati, OH 45206 
~7min drive

824 Elm St, Cincinnati, OH 45202
~10min walk

JUST Q'IN BARBECUE & RESTAURANT

BLACK COFFEE LOUNGE

Black owned. Quality barbecue seeking to help combat
employment barriers for individuals facing criminal
records, homelessness, extreme poverty and addiction.

Black owned. Coffee shop and lounge walking distance
from the convention hotels. Free Wifi available. 

1006 E McMillan, Cincinnati, OH 45206
~7min drive

JAZZY SWEETIES BITES

Black female owned bakery. Cincinnati Native Jasmine
Ford opened her own business to spread love and joy to
her community.

2826 Vine Street, Cincinnati, OH 45219
~10min drive

ISLAND FRYDAYS

Founded by Jamaican Native, Leo Morgan. Island
Frydays is a Caribbean-themed restaurant and catering
business dedicated to sharing the island hospitality,
music, and food.



O F F - S I T E  L O C A T I O N S

THESE EVENTS ARE INDICATED IN BLUE IN THE
CONVENTION SCHEDULE

THURSDAY
7:30pm - 9:00pm ~ Underground Railroad Museum 
50 E Freedom Way, Cincinnati, OH 45202
*6 minute walk*
 
10:00pm - 2:00am ~Revel OTR Urban Winery
111 E 12th St, Cincinnati, OH 45202
*13 minute walk; 8 minute Street Car*
 
FRIDAY
7:45pm - 9:00pm - Via Vite
520 Vine St, Cincinnati, OH 45202
*2 minute walk*
 
10:00pm - 2:00am - Newport Ultra Lounge
637 Walnut St, Cincinnati, OH 45202
*4 minute walk*
 
SATURDAY
11:00pm - 2:00am - 3 Points Urban Brewery
331 E 13th St, Cincinnati, OH 45202
*6 minute car ride; 10 minute street car*

I N S T R U C T I O N A L  G U I D E

review the following with care 
DRESS CODE: 
Unless indicated otherwise, attire is business casual. 
 
TIMELINESS:
Programs will begin on time and it is expected for everyone to arrive appropriately. 
*Delegates & Proxies must be in attendance for Plenary Sessions as business cannot be conducted
without quorum. 
 
REGISTRATION: 
Opens each day from 8am - 6pm. Registration tables will be in both the Westin and Hilton hotels. If
you have a registration concern please contact mid-atlantic@nblsa.org & membership@nblsa.org.
 
LOCATIONS: 
The Convention will take place across two hotels - Westin & Hilton. Days 1-3 and 5 all on site
programming will be in the Westin. Day 4 all on site programming will be in the Hilton. 
 

O P T I O N A L  O U T T I N G S

THESE ARE LOCAL ATTRACTIONS THAT MAY BE
OF INTEREST TO OUR GUESTS
REDS BALL PARK & HALL OF FAME TOUR
Stadium Tour - $12.00 Person
9:00am - 10:30am - BallPark Tour
10:30am - 11:30am - Hall of Fame & Museum
 
HARRIET BEECHER STOWE HOUSE
$4.00 per student if more than 10
$5.00 per student if less than 10
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A L U M N I  O N L Y  E V E N T S

THESE EVENTS ARE INDICATED IN RED IN THE
CONVENTION SCHEDULE
SATURDAY
9:00am - 11:00am - CLE on Corp. Governance,
Diversity & Leadership
Hilton F & G 
 
5:00pm - 6:30pm - Alumni Happy Hour
Hilton Rue Reolon



COMPETITIONS OVERVIEW
Competitions will begin promptly, please arrive prepared. 

DAY 1 Thursday, March 5, 2020

BREAKFAST

8:00am - 9:00am

Location: Hilton Pavilion

MOCK TRIAL

All Day Location: Hilton Salons - B through I

Preliminary Round 1 - 9:00am - 12:00pm

Preliminary Round 2 - 2:00pm - 5:00pm 

Round 3 - 6:00pm - 9:00pm

LUNCH

12:00pm - 1:30pm

Location: Hilton Pavilion

MOOT COURT 

All Day Location: Potter Stewart U.S. Courthouse
100 E 5th Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202.

Round 1 - 9:00am - 12:00pm

Round 2 - 2:00pm - 5:00pm

Round 3 - 6:00pm - 9:00pm

INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS

All Day Location: Hilton Mayflower 1 &2; Salon M;
Caprice 1, 2, 3

Round 1 - 9:00am - 12:00pm

Round 2 - 2:00pm - 5:00pm

Round 3 - 6:00pm - 9:00pm

DAY 2 Friday, March 6, 2020

BREAKFAST

7:00am - 9:00am

Location: Hilton Pavilion

MOCK TRIAL

All Day Location: Hilton Salons - B through I

Quarter Finals - 9:00am - 12:00pm

Semi Finals - 2:00pm - 5:00pm 

MOOT COURT 

All Day Location: Potter Stewart U.S. Courthouse
100 E 5th Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202

Quarter Finals - 9:00am - 12:00pm

Semi Finals - 2:00pm - 5:00pm

LUNCH

12:00pm - 2:00pm

Location: Hilton Pavilion

INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS

All Day Location: Hilton Mayflower 1 &2; Salon M; Caprice
1, 2, 3

Quarter Finals - 9:00am - 12:00pm

Semi Finals - 2:00pm - 5:00pm

DAY 3 Saturday, March 7, 2020

INTERNATIONAL NEGOTATIONS FINALS

9:00am - until

Location: Hilton 

MOCK TRIAL & MOOT COURT FINALS

9:00am - until 

Potter Stewart U.S. Courthouse

100 E 5th Street, Cincinnati, OH 45202
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52ND ANNUAL  
CONVENTION SCHEDULE

DAY 1 Wednesday, March 4, 2020

REGISTRATION OPENS

2:00pm - 9:00pm

Westin - Main Lobby 2nd Floor 

Hilton - 4th Floor OPENS at 7PM

Receive your must have Convention Materials & 

Register to Vote!

COMPETITION ORIENTATIONS

6:30pm - 7:00pm

Mock Trial - Westin Hayers

Moot Court - Westin Harding

International Negotiations - Westin B. Harrison

NATIONAL PRE-CERTIFIED CANDIDATES MEETING

7:00pm - 7:30pm

Location: Westin Skywalk

PUBLIC SERVICE LOAN FORGIVENESS WEBINAR

7:30pm - 8:30pm

Presented by NBLSA Partner, AccessLex

Location: Westin Hayes 

*Dinner Provided*

DAY 2 Thursday, March 5, 2020

BREAKFAST

9:00am - 10:00am

Location: Westin Presidential 2

PLENARY SESSION #1

10:15am - 12:00pm

*Delegate & Proxy Attendance is Mandatory* 

Topic: Nominations & Annual Reports

Location: Westin Presidential 3

NBLSA UNITED LUNCH

12:00pm - 1:00pm

Location: Westin Presidential 1

Speaker: Navy JAG - Capt. Wilson

PLENARY SESSION #2

1:15pm - 3:00pm

*Delegate & Proxy Attendance is Mandatory*

Topic: Annual Reports

Location: Westin Presidential 3

BROTHER TO BROTHER

5:15pm - 6:15pm

Speakers: Khris Johnson-DeLoatch & James McLean

*snacks provided*

Location: Westin Garfield 1

SISTER TO SISTER

5:15pm - 6:15pm

Speakers: Kamara Douglas & Crystal Kendrick

*snacks provided*

Location: Westin Garfield 2

WELCOME TO CINCY RECEPTION

7:30pm - 9:00pm

Distinguished Guest: Ohio Supreme Court Justice Stewart

Sponsored by Procter & Gamble

Location: Underground Railroad Museum

NBLSA 2020 PRE-GAME

10:00pm - 2:00am

Location: Revel OTR Urban Winery

*Attire Casual*

REGISTRATION

8:00am - 6:00pm

Westin - Main Lobby 2nd Floor

Hilton - 4th Floor



52ND ANNUAL  
CONVENTION SCHEDULE

DAY 3 Friday, March 6, 2020

BREAKFAST

7:00am - 9:00am

Location: Westin Presidential 1

PLENARY SESSION #3

9:15am - 12:00pm

*Delegate & Proxy Attendance is Mandatory* 

Topic: Proposed Amendments

Location: Westin Presidential 3

A.LEON HIGGINBOTHAM JUDICIAL
LUNCHEON

12:00pm - 1:30pm

Topic: State of Democracy: Protecting Our Vote

Speaker: Sen. Cecil Thomas

Location: Westin Presidential 1

PLENARY SESSION #4

1:45pm - 4:15pm

*Delegate & Proxy Attendance is Mandatory*

Topic: Candidate Speeches & Voting

Location: Westin Presidential 3

SPORTS LAW SPECTRUM

4:30pm - 5:30pm

Speakers: Joe Briggs, Jabari Shaw & Luke Fedlam

*snacks provided*

Location: Westin Garfield

JAG PANEL

4:30pm - 5:30pm

Location: Westin B. Harrison

*snacks provided*

CIVIL RIGHTS PANEL

5:30pm - 6:30pm

Speakers: Shaylyn Cochran, Christi Kuhns, Al Gerhadstein

& Hon. Fanon Rucker

*snacks provided*

Location: Westin Garfield

UNDERSTANDING IP

5:30pm - 6:30pm

Speakers: Idris McKelvey, VP Patent Group at Estee Lauder 

Moderated by Caleb Green of Dickinson Wright 

*snacks provided*

Location: Westin B. Harrison

LEGAL ISSUES IN THE TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRY

6:30pm - 7:30pm

Presented by Perkins Coie LLP & Microsoft

Location: Westin Presidential 3

CHAIR'S RECEPTION

7:45pm - 9:00pm

Sponsored by Perkins Coie LLP

Location: Via Vite

EX PARTÉ

10:00pm - 2:00am

Location: Newport Ultra Lounge

REGISTRATION

8:00am - 6:00pm

Westin - Main Lobby 2nd Floor

Hilton - 4th Floor
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REG. CHAIRS & TREASURERS-ELECT 
FINANCE MEETING

2:00pm - 3:00pm

*Attendance is Mandatory for Regional Positions Named*

Location: Westin Hayes



52ND ANNUAL  
CONVENTION SCHEDULE

DAY 4 Saturday, March 7, 2020

BREAKFAST

8:00am - 9:30am

Location: Hilton Pavillion

COMMUNITY SERVICE EVENT

8:30am - Meet in Hilton Lobby

Locations: Cincinnati Youth Initiative - contact

communityservice@nblsa.org

Habitat for Humanity - contact mid-atlantic@nblsa.org 

SADIE T.M. ALEXANDER LUNCHEON

12:30pm - 2:00pm

Speaker: Judge Timothy S. Black 

Location: Hilton Pavilion

PLENARY SESSION #5

2:00pm - 5:00pm

*Delegate & Proxy Attendance is Mandatory*

Topic: RESERVED - Only if Necessary

Location: Hilton Brookwood

CLE *ATTORNEYS ONLY*

9:00am - 11:00am

Speaker: Mark Dunham, 48th National Chair

Topic: Corporate Governance, Diversity & Leadership

Location: Hilton Salon F&G

EMPOWERING ENTREPRENEURSHIP

2:00pm - 3:00pm

Speakers: Maria Stanfield, Alise Wilson, Donyetta Bailey, &

John M. Williams

*snacks provided*

Location: Hilton Salon F&G

LABOR & EMPLOYMENT LAW PANEL

2:00pm - 3:00pm

Speakers: Bennett Allen, Phenise Poole

Location: Hilton Salon M

*snacks provided*

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION: NOT JUST BLACK &
WHITE

3:00pm - 4:00pm

Speakers: Brandon Craig & Tracy Johnson

*snacks provided*

Location: Salon F&G

STRESS & PROFESSIONALISM IN THE LEGAL
PROFESSION 

3:00pm - 4:00pm

*snacks provided* 

Location: Hilton Salon M

A.J. COOPER LEGACY GALA

8:00pm - 10:30pm

Keynote: Dr. Jody Armour

Location: Westin Presidential Ballroom

NIGHTCAP - OFFICAL AFTERPARTY

11:00pm - 2:00am

Location: 3 Points Urban Brewery

EMPLOYER NETWORKING RECEPTION

4:15pm - 5:30pm

*Attire Business Professional*

Come network with potential employers and sponsors of NBLSA! 

NOTE: Resume Drop will be AFTER Convention

Location: Hilton Salon H&I

ALUMNI HAPPY HOUR

5:00pm - 6:30pm

Location: Hilton Rue Reolon

PRE-GALA RECEPTION

7:00pm - 8:00pm

Location: Foyer, Westin Presidential Ballroom

REGISTRATION

8:00am - 6:00pm

Westin - Main Lobby 2nd Floor

Hilton - 4th Floor
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PROFESSIONAL HEADSHOTS

4:00pm - 6:30pm

*Attire Business Professional* Spots are limited for a complimentary

professional headshot. Please email convention@nblsa.org to

register. Subject Line: NBLSA Headshots. 

Location: will be emailed upon successful pre-registration



52ND ANNUAL  
CONVENTION SCHEDULE

DAY 5 Sunday, March 8, 2020

SEND OFF BRUNCH

9:00am - 11:00am

Location: Westin Atrium

OPTIONAL OFFISTIE BRUNCH

11:00am - 2:00pm

*5 off to NBLSA*

"Her Tribe" Brunch for International Women's Day

Location: Soleil Urban Kitchen (Black Owned)

Details on p. 13

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD TRANSITION

MEETING

11:00am - 1:00pm

Location: Westin Hayes

NATIONAL APPOINTEES INTEREST MEETING

11:00am - 12:00pm

Location: Westin B. Harrison

HAPPY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY!

 
NBLSA ENCOURAGES YOU TO SEND SOME LOVE TO THE WOMEN IN YOUR LIFE. 
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G A L A  K E Y N O T E

Dr. Jody David Armour
AUTHOR, PLAYWRIGHT &  USC PROFESSOR OF LAW

 
DR. ARMOUR IS A WIDELY PUBLISHED SCHOLAR AND POPULAR

LECTURER, HE IS A SOROS JUSTICE SENIOR FELLOW OF THE OPEN SOCIETY
INSTITUTE’S CENTER ON CRIME, COMMUNITIES AND CULTURE.

 
 HE HAS PUBLISHED AN AWARD-WINNING BOOK, NEGROPHOBIA AND

REASONABLE
RACISM AND VARIOUS LAW REVIEW ARTICLES. 

 
HIS FORTHCOMING WORKS, BOOK: N*GGA THEORY: RACE, LANGUAGE,

UNEQUAL JUSTICE, AND THE LAW (LARB BOOKS, AUGUST 2020); 
AND ARTICLE: “HATE SPEECH, THE N-WORD, THE

CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAG, THE LEGAL LEXICON, AND THE POLITICS OF
MEANING”

 (UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
J O U R N A L  O F  C O N S T I T U T I O N A L  L A W ,  V O L .  2 2  I S S U E  4  M A R C H  2 0 2 0 ) .
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
Perkins Coie

Procter & Gamble
Shearman & Sterling

Fragomen
AccessLex Institute

Navy JAG
Office of the Judge Advocate General, US Army

Baker Botts
Marshall Gerstein

University of Cincinnati School of Law
Dickinson Wright

Holwell Shuster & Goldberg
Morgan Lewis & Bockius

Barbri
Blueprint

Paul Weiss
Duane Morris
Lane Powell

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP
Law Office of the Cook County Defenders
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Her
Tribe

Brunch

 

THE CONFETTI ROOM
1531 Race Street

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Curated by: Chef Soleil
Featuring: Ask Ashlee | DJ XANATL |Patrice Potent

Use Code: NBLSA  for $5 off registration on EventBrite

Come celebrate International Women's Day with us!
Sunday, March 8, 2020

11am - 2pm

www.soleilkitchen.com
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Thank You
T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S

Want to become a NBLSA
Sponsor?

email us at corporate@nblsa.org
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LAW STUDENTS ONLY: open your camera and point it at
the QR code above. Click the link on your phone to join.
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Special Thank Yous to:
Hilton Netherlands Plaza Cincinnati

The Westin Cincinnati
Cincinnati Conventions & Visitors Bureau
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Westin Floor Plans
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Hilton Floor Plans
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